PAPACY AND MODERN TIMES

separated by twenty-five years which were
equivalent to centuries." Russia, so Metter-
nich believed, was provoking the Liberals
in Latin countries to secret confederacy
and open revolt. The rising in Naples of
1820 enabled him, once for all, to get from
Alexander an approval of the Austrian
system, which reduced Italy to a name on
the map, and made its potentates, including
the Holy See, subject to Vienna,

Thus, by methods of repression, as Napoleon
by setting on his brows the Iron Crown^
Metternich awoke in many minds, and
especially among the youth growing to
manhood, a deep yearning for the free united
Italy to be restored, which had once been
mistress of the world. A boy-poet, Leopardi,
gave piercing expression to these dangerous
thoughts. In the Two Sicilies, a kind of
political camorra sprang up, whose members^
bound by secret oaths and advocates of
regicide doctrines, called themselves Carbonari,,
charcoal-burners. The Papal Government,
transformed by two French occupations, was
neither old nor new. Chateaubriand says
brilliantly that in Rome " the French left their
principles behind them 5J; it would be more
exact to observe that they had created a
problem and left its solution to others.